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HILCHOT CHANUKAH

THE FAMOUS QUESTION:
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Why 8 days of Channukah?
It took 8 days to make new pure oil, but there was enough oil for one day in
the jug, - and if it lasted for 8 days that is only a 7 day miracle!
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With regard to the dates of these festivals, the Sages taught:
When Adam the first man saw that the day was progressively
diminishing, as the days become shorter from the autumnal
equinox until the winter solstice, he did not yet know that
this is a normal phenomenon, and therefore he said: Woe is
me; perhaps because | sinned the world is becoming dark
around me and will ultimately return to the primordial state of
chaos and disorder
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Once he saw that the season of Tevet, i.e., the winter
solstice, had arrived, and saw that the day was progressively
lengthening after the solstice, he said: Clearly, the days
become shorter and then longer, and this is the order of the
world. He went and observed a festival for eight days.

He, Adam, established these festivals for the sake of
Heaven, but they, the gentiles of later generations,
established them for the sake of idol worship.
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